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in 1967 adjacent to the café and in 2003 An-
drew’s son John opened up a pizza parlor in
the location that formerly held his mother’s
beauty salon.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring the legacy of Hotz Café. For over
90 years, this establishment provided the
Tremont community with a welcoming and
hospitable environment for the community’s
enjoyment.

———

HONORING MS. BRIDGETTE DIXON
THURMAN

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 29, 2011

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit the following Proclamation:

Whereas, in the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Georgia, there are many individuals
who are called to contribute to the needs of
our community through leadership and serv-
ice; and

Whereas, Ms. Bridgette Dixon Thurman has
answered that call by giving of herself as an
educator at Dunaire Elementary, and as a be-
loved daughter, mother and friend; and

Whereas, Ms. Thurman has been chosen as
the 2011 Teacher of the Year, representing
Dunaire Elementary school; and

Whereas, this phenomenal woman has
shared her time and talents for the betterment
of our community and our nation through her
tireless works, motivational speeches and
words of wisdom; and

Whereas, Ms. Thurman is a virtuous
woman, a courageous woman and a fearless
leader who has shared her vision, talents and
passion to help ensure that our children, re-
ceive an education that is relevant not only for
today, but well into the future, as she truly un-
derstands that our children are the future; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize Ms. Bridgette
Dixon Thurman for her leadership and service
for our District and in recognition of this sin-
gular honor as 2011 Teacher of the Year at
Dunaire Elementary School;

Now therefore, |, Henry C. “Hank” Johnson,
Jr. do hereby proclaim March 23, 2011 as Ms.
Bridgette Dixon Thurman Day in the 4th Con-
gressional District.

Proclaimed, this 23rd day of March, 2011.

———

IN HONOR OF THE PARMA PARK
REFORMED CHURCH

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 29, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and recognition of Parma Park Re-
formed Church, also known as the “Church in
the Woods,” which will be closing its doors fol-
lowing fifty years of ministry.

The congregation of Parma Park Reformed
Church began in 1960. They met in a local
grade school until the Church in the Woods
was constructed in 1962. Since then, the con-
gregation has been deeply involved in the
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community. The church offered Bible studies,
Alcoholics Anonymous groups, and grief sup-
port groups. Community outreach projects in-
cluded a meal program called “Pay it For-
ward” and a program in which the congrega-
tion’s children sent gifts and correspondence
to military units in Iraq and Afghanistan. The
Church in the Woods has also been a popular
location for private, intimate wedding cere-
monies.

At the end of March, Parma Park Reform
Church will host its final service. The con-
gregation intends to continue its services
through other nearby churches.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring Parma Park Reform Church. Its
presence will be sorely missed; however, |
have no doubt that its mission will live on. We
need only look to the words written on every
Sunday worship bulletin: “Our Service has
ended; our Worship continues.”

————

WISHING OLIVER (OLLIE) SPERAW
A HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY

HON. DANIEL E. LUNGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 29, 2011

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to recognize and honor
an old friend, Oliver (Ollie) Speraw, who on
March 26, 2011 turned 90 years of age. Ollie
has lived a life full of notable accomplishments
where he became a captain of industry and a
humble public servant.

Ollie grew up in Long Beach after moving
there at a young age with his family from Min-
nesota. As a young man Ollie worked in a
number of different trades and contributed to
the early war effort, riveting P—38s, before fi-
nally coming of age to enlist in the Army Air
Corps and serve during WW2. After returning
home he entered the Real Estate Business,
starting Sparrow Reality, and became one of
the original pioneers of Century 21 Real Es-
tate. Throughout his life, Ollie has been ac-
tively involved in his home town of Long
Beach and the surrounding region, partici-
pating in multiple organizations such as the
Long Beach Jaycees, Oceanside Chamber of
Commerce and the Oceanside Rotary. In
1954, he began his first position in civilian
public service as a member of the Long Beach
Water Board, and served there until 1969.
Ollie was inspired by Ronald Reagan, Califor-
nia’s Governor at the time, and his message
of an efficient, cost-cutting government. He
subsequently volunteered for one of the Gov-
ernor’s citizen committees. Out of this inspira-
tion, Ollie became more active in politics,
which led him to become a Board Member on
the 31st Senate District Republican Central
Committee, of which | was also a member at
the time. Ollie moved on to win his first elec-
tion in 1979, where he joined the California
State Senate and served there until 1984.
While in the Senate he gained a reputation as
a protector of the taxpayer who sought to
make government leaner, effective and more
efficient. Californians who have a little red
organ donor sticker on their Drivers Licenses
can be reminded daily of just a small piece of
his legislative legacy.

Ollie served his country with honor in World
War I, helped pioneer one of the largest em-
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ployers in the Real Estate industry and has
honorably served the people of California as
one of their elected officials. It has been my
pleasure to know Ollie Speraw and more im-
portantly, to call him my friend. Please join me
in wishing him a happy 90th birthday.

IN RECOGNITION OF JAMES J.
GNEW

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 29, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of James J. Gnew, a praiseworthy
individual who has devoted his life to uphold-
ing the law and defending the lives and
wellbeing of the citizens of Cleveland.

James’ service to others began early in his
life. In 1966, James joined the Army to serve
his country in Vietnam. After leaving the Army,
he joined the Cleveland Police Department,
extending his service to the community at
large. He was noted for his superb talents as
an officer of the law and in 1978 he was cho-
sen to be a part of a high risk tactical division
which would eventually become the Cleveland
SWAT team.

His tenure as a valued member of the
SWAT team is filled with numerous achieve-
ments. Throughout his career he conducted
over 400 high risk operations. One such inci-
dent occurred on January 4th, 1984. James
led his team in successfully defusing a hos-
tage scenario at Cleveland’s Hopkins Inter-
national Airport. James handled the situation
exceptionally well. In recognition of his acts of
heroism, he received numerous awards includ-
ing a Silver Star, 3 Medals of Heroism, a
Medal of Valor and the Ohio Tactical Officers
Association Lifetime Achievement award.

James is also a caring husband and father.
He loves his wife Cheryl dearly, and his three
children are always in James’ thoughts.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring James J. Gnew, whose life and
legacy will always be cherished by the Cleve-
land community. James has been a diligent
and vital asset to the Cleveland community
and he will always be honored and remem-
bered by those he serves.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO MR. LANCE
O. DIEHL

HON. LOU BARLETTA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 29, 2011

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor and acknowledge Mr. Lance O. Diehl of
Millville being named the Columbia-Montour
Council of the Boy Scouts of America’s 2011
Distinguished Citizen.

Mr. Diehl is a longtime resident of North-
eastern Pennsylvania. He graduated from Mill-
ville High School in 1984, and graduated
Magna Cum Laude from Bloomsburg Univer-
sity in 1988. In 1990, he earned his Master’s
Degree in Business Administration from Le-
high University, and in 1993, he graduated
from the Stonier Graduate School of Banking.
In the past, Mr. Diehl has served on the
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